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Photography by Johnny Luz, KingMAG Productions x
Jessica K. Alexander

3. Where are youn irom?

I'm known as “The Stray™ amongst my
homies and like most strays, my life
journey has brought me to a myriad of
places that have significantly impacted
me. [ was born in DC as the son of
Congolese immigrants and kinda spent
the malority of my youth bouncing
throughout the whole DMV region.

[ also lived briefly in Canada and
Tennessee, so needless to say there's
a lot of influences at play here, but out
of all these places, | stamp Virginia as
home. It's where ['ve spent the most

- time and ['ve had most of my
formative experiences here. Big love

- goes to the Two Ue for sure.

Z.) Whal inspires yoanr view ol arl?

[ don’t consider myself to be a dark person at all, but
['m very in tune with the darker aspects of the human
experience and with that comes the understanding
that transmufing darkness is necessary for balance.
it"s all about duality you know? Peorle like to view the
world from this very binary, black and white
perspective and while that can be true in some cases.
nothing's ever that simele.

if life has shown us anything, is that it's
foll of nuance and the most.interesting
conversations occur in the grey area.
that's what defines good art to me. a
conversation starter you know?
something that forces you to stop and
reassess how you view yourself in
relation to the world.




The Impeict:

3.) From your poial ol view,

whal is lhe dilierence
helween being an arlisl and
reprenear?

reative and being
eur as being any
another, in fact, i
in hand. People
creativity to just
rts and overiook
ativity manifests
nt aspects of life.

eate, engineers

| don’t see being

the ways in which
in diffe

scientists
create, shit... ni
trash ¢

they think of theffwo as different.

To be a successful artist, you need to have a sense of
entrepreneurship or at least

someone on your team does. The same applies vice versa, there's
no successful entrepreneur that doesn't employ creativity into
their campaigns or whatever they got going on.

As much as people don't want to admit it, it's the truth and you're
only setting yourself up to be a victim if you believe otherwise.
4.) Whal year

It was a fateful day back
but honestly, ['ve alw

you slaril?

2003... haha nah
known [ would be
. 3 ner since [ was in
\ . diapers, It became clear $hat music was the

g | was like 7 or 8.
for real when |

was 16. [ bought an a technica mic off

my homie Quentin who al§o made music. He
_.Saw the potential in e which led to him
. throwing me a cracked coey of Cubase.



your art or talent A . |
career choice?

THE “CRINDIN” VIDEO BY CLIPSE WAS
WHAT SET SHIT OFF FOR ME. SEEING _

PUSHA T RAPPING IN AN 0C VIRGINIA - e
SQUIRES JERSEY WAS ENOUGH FOR ME .
70 BE LIKE, “OH THIS NIGCA IS FROM v P

WHERE I'M FROM AND HE CRANKS? RS
FUCK I7, | CAN DO I 700" BUE

unll .
meumelhsunefeam mwemecm to take form. My musicis -
mnmasnelnn“mmammw‘mmmmatmymltsmmmf

m for those that feel isolated in M dmumslanees

!
: !
. 1 11 felee .
Py ’ A .
- - . :

6.) What are your top naqf - s . !
artiznts ox idols innpiratia ?¢. Ly W i ‘;' P o |
Fuck meff that's tough, hopetully | any rtait. B i S .
Bear iMtiviie:this is gonna be a little top, nuintfer oifis F 55 5
Fela Kutiga revoflitionary, innovato, and disruptor in evi 4

the word. Two whuld be DMX, my ail time favorite rapper and the L3 e :

« representation of radical vulnerability. Ummm fuck... who else oh - ' R, .

shoutout Wong Kar-Wal, that's my favorite ilm director. | swear his 5. SRarts g
movies look like the world in my head. Number four would bes Huey P. ;9 e -
lamnmmemacmmmmmnmmmymﬁm o | g < 3
shoutout George Clinton from Parllament-Funkadelic. Shit, actually o 5 MRS S ?.!3 k
shoglaut Vivenne Westwoo too. uck . el make 2 op §haa St . . §

— 15, winfPhdvice wounld you recommend to
s mm WACRINGD, i e
Heaven is a state of mind and If you can visualize your
version of heaven, you can visualize the pathsto get to
it as well_ Live free and dream large luv'd one. Peace

'
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o) Interview With
| Hippie Mandy

1.) wWhere are you from?

I'm born and raised in
Washington DC.

=.) Whet inspires younr
view of ear't?

S My perspective of art is highly
£ inspired by the life lived around
the realm of creation. ['ve
developred one hell of a story
(so far) throughout the vears,
and each experience acts as a
new chapter to provide what [
need to express myself
artistically. The energy cartured
in each moment in time invokes
such strong emotions that its
ability to resonate with a
listener/viewer is inevitable.

[-RYGNGTION

linktr.eelfryenation

SN



=

~—

-~ -~y

2.) Froem your peint of vicw,
whest is the difécrence
hetween heing an artist canel
entreprenecin?

in my point of view, the difference
befween an artist and an
entrepreneur is defining the fine line
between business & creative
endeavor and/or motive. While both
share common traits, an artist is, at
heart, committed to indulging deeply
into their creation as a priority over
all potential material or external
benefits. Whereas, an entrepreneur
on the other hand, is commonly an
idea associated with the priority of
being very structural behind one or
more endeavors intended to have a

desired outcome such as a business.

»y

"LIVEYOUR TRUTH
UNAPOLOGETICALLY."

%.) Whest geeor dicd you stemrt?

[ started making music with intent in
2010 during my freshman year of
high school. However, [ was born
info a very musically inclined family
and had always been fascinated with
its creation from an early age. Prior
to then, my introduction to music
was writing short horror stories as
well as spoken word.

S.) Whest mescic you went to
PUFSHE your ¢rt or talent as
¢ carcer choice?



S.) Whert mescie gou woeant to
PUrsSHEC your ¢art or talent as
¢1 ceareer choice?

What made me want to pursue my art as a career
path was the love, connection, and freedom it's
brought to my life from the very beginning. Both my
mom & sister were professional singers in their
own time, and it was hearing their voices resonate
throughout the house as a child that made me want
to find my own. They were both highly sueportive of
me and assisted in guiding me along finding my KA
voice. That built a confidence that, through
repetition, led me to my first on stage experience |
with known Hip-Hoe legend Hopsin at Howard
Theater. It was there | gof to see, and most of all,
feel what it was like to get positive reception from a =
real audience. M

6.) Whet are gour top five Secial Mcelies Gontect:
artists or idols inspiration? httes://linktr.ee/fryenation

My top 5 artists would have to be Drake,
Post Malone, Machine Gun Kelly, ) Cole,
and Pharrell Williams.

7.) What advice weouldl you
recommend te young vicwers
weitching?

The advice [ would give to young kids
watching is to "live your truth
unapologetically." Not only will this give
vou the freedom from others' orinions,
but you will also find so many more
amazing things about yourselves that

others would never think possible simely 4

because they haven't seen it in FRYENATION-SKY BLUE

themselves. [nstead, they'll be able to see MUSIC REVIEW BY

it in you and that in itself will create a

mold for others to follow in your HIPPIE MANDY
footsteps. Chains can't restrict you if you

don't allow them from the beginning. ON THE NEXT PAGE...
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is indeed one of those songs
g meonacrulsejamming to
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that have been through something
tragic and turn their life around.
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Tobthoust | don't feel there's a
difference between an artist and an
entrepreneur. They're both hustlers.
Trying to turn nothing into something.

ARV AR AT T O IR VORIt

| started raeing 2018/2019

\ !
L\\ WA R G AR AT - ACLRE MR AA T LN, & LRSS

\\.L —\~—k& Ls\—\.'s-.-Ls \LsL\\-K\u kb-&\-\kn

Family members were telling me [ should
start rapeing, but | was conflicted, but |
knew once [ lost my eves in 2015. | had to
figure out something that | really wanted
to do. And besides. | always had a good
ear for music. [t wasn't that hard to start
coming ue with my own craft and sound.

: ¢
< LRI RS | S (W S B )
Gre ) P AT E AL G YU L L;,_ FIUC ALTINTR O

A 1\\ t\\\n(-
B e L_..-nh.t-—g.L..L \__\

My toe five artist Chief Keef, Gucci Mane
SADA baby Lil boozy and Lil Wayne.
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NEIL LEVIN INTERVIEW W HIPPIE MANDY

1.) Where care you from?
Mission Qiejo, CA

=.) Wheat inspires gour
view of eart?

Art is something we look back on over the
vears to show us where we’ve been. What our
opinions and feelings were at the time, and
that, sometimes, can offer us insight into the
future. [ think part of that comes from the
timelessness of true art. True art to me, is
something you can experience fully, regardless
of when it was created. Obviously, there are
technological considerations to be made here,
but there’s a reason we still view Picasso, or
Beethoven, or The Beatles as the high artists
they were. No one can take it away from them,
they're timeless. [ really do try and carry that
philosophy into my own art.

Not expecting anyone to talk about me in the same
light as Picasso. but maybe the Beatles hehe.
There have been countless times my old Iyrics
carry new meaning to me in my life after time
passes, but the art didn’t change, just my views
and opinions on if. You can mature with an art
piece, and gain insight from it as you grow. Star
Wars movies are completely different experience
for me as an adult, than as a kid.

3.) Frem your peint of view,
whet is the difference hetween
heing cm crtist canel

"t e -



%.) Whet gear clicl you steart?

[ started when [ was really young, |

performed for the first time on a stage when |
was like 6 or 7 at my elementary schools

talent show. 2018 however, is the vear [
consider my true start, because that is when [
started a band and started playing real

shows. Haven't stopped since.

=.) Whest mescie you soant te pursuc
your et or talent aus ¢ carcer choice?
When [ found out [ could get my MA in music, [ was
like, why would [ do anything else? Haha, It all
started with surfing for me. Growing up as a
sponsored competitive surfer, making my own surf
movies, ['d mess around on garageband and make
the accompanying music for those videos. Before |
knew it, the music slowly started to become the
main focus. | had been playing and performing from
a very young age, and writing my own music, but
after the surf videos came out and people told me |
had something there, | decided to lean into it more.
| was your classic, singing into a hair brush
kid before that. [ somehow made that
imaginary world in my head come to life.
Slowly booking more and more shows and
gaining more experience, f0 a Point now
where its just what [ do now. Can’t complain,
even if the world ends tomorrow, [ got far
enough where | make money doing
something [°d just as haerily do for free.
6.) What are gour top five

. eartists or icdlols inspiration?

- ; ~ Too many to name but here goes nothing,

I"'m sure ['m gonna realize [ shoulda
swaprped someone at some point:

Jerry Garcia, BB King, Eric Clarton, John
Maver, Lana Del Rey

www.neillevin.co H i
_ Janice Jorlin
A true artist does it for the art, they Weves Blood

are willing to live on the street if Zella Day

that’s what it takes. A true o e ! : .
entrepreneur does it for their next  revie Knicks and Jim Morrison are in my

car. An artist-entrepreneur, however, ONA. but, [ have fo add a 6th, Brooks

is valuable. If they can use their Nielson, of The Growlers, because he’s
entrepreneurial abilities to bring from my hometown, and [ gof to surf with
about positive change through their  him once, and he was just so hice and
art, then they have the power to everything you'd imagine he'd be, Meet

change the world. vour heroes!



7.) Whet csclvice woulel you recommendel
teo young viewers wetching?

Seriously, music is just about not stopping. The people
who you look up to, just never gave up. They most
certainly sucked at one point, even if they were 100
voung to have any evidence to show for it, and they
worked hard, and literally never quit. The reason
peorle don’t get anywhere is because they quit. [t
sounds cliché, but [ have thought about quitting
numerous times, it's only normal. [ put the guitar down
hundreds of times before [ finally committed to it in
middle school. [ hit every plateau imaginable, but [ just
keet pushing through, never being satisfied and just
always going forward.

[ still do that to this day, and it works. If you want to
pursue any form of art, you just have to meet like minded
people and grow together, and just never quit. It isn’t
easy, but the more work you put in, the easier it gets, and
the more doors open up. Also, just be yourself as an
artist. Another Cliché, but when [ first started, [ tried to
have my own *“act” or “schtick.” Tried to be mister
“cool-guy™ all the time, and tried to borrow as many
mannerisms as [ could from my heroes, and although it
may have been cool for a little bit, in the short run, it
takes a lot of energy to keep up an “act™ and at the end
of the day, your true self inevitably bleeds out of the
facade and you realize, peoprle might just like you for you,
and it’s way easier that way.

Secicl Medlie: Gonteice:
@neillevin

Website: www.neillevin.co

Neil Levin- The Limit
Music Review by Hirpie Mandy
On the Next Page...




% LIMIT. 5%, [ 1]
NEIL LEVIN- THE LlM]T

MUSIC REVIEW BY HIPPIE MANDY
The Limit is such a groovy cruise type of
track, Definitely could see cruising on a

dﬂkddayasdnsumetbcautifuﬂyondw
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SHANNON ATIKINS
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are youfrom?
1 currently live in Maryland'
2.) where did grow up?
1 grew up in a few different areas,
1 attended and graduated from
Urbana High School, so 1 would
say 1 primarily grew up in
Frederick County Maryland!

3.) out of aalll in swwhem yeou’ve
werked with, whe impercted
your curcer the most?

Amanda Megan has inspired me the

most!! She's an amazing actress, and an
award winning director, she just follows
her dreams, she doesn't let anyone stand

in her way, and 1 admire that!! She has

also been a huge reason, why 1 was
confident enough to direct my first film
THE Sabilla Six!

%.) As an actress, hoew do you
hoeunce hack inte being
yourseclé after portraying
yeour chareacter?

After a weekend of filming, 1 literally need a
week to decompress, acting is so much fun,
but it's also hard work, takes alot out of you, 1
think it's important to take care of yourself,
alot of self care and time alone!

S.) As a dircctor, whe or whest

inspires your vision?

Honestly, the other female directors!
There is very few of us in the Indie
community, Amanda Megan and Angel
Bradford, are very inspiring, and the
push to be a great female director!



7. )Whest aclvice weoulel
you rccommend te young
viewers watching?

1 would tell everyone, to follow their
dreams no matter what!!! I've been told
so many times, that 1 would not be able
to do this! And 1've proved everyone
wrong, being a female in this industry,
you are constantly being criticized, your
too fat, too skinny, your not pretty
enough, you won't make it unless you
get naked...none of this is true, if you
work with the right people!! 1 have
worked with some of the most amazing
directors and producers, who have
become great friends!!! 1 have also
worked with terrible directors, who tried
to get me to go against my morals and
my boundaries, 1 walked off the flm!!!!

So to all the people, who want to pursue

acting, you can do it, and you can do it

on your terms!!!! Follow your dreams!!!
THE'LEGEND_ OF

Secieal Medlic: Gonteict:
Email: shannonatkinsbo@gmail.com

Film Crecdlits:

Blood and Breakfast Absurd
Productions

Crick Foot directed by Bone
Jawnson and Zombie Fuel
Barren Lands directed by
Niko Mulinov & produced
by Shannon Atkins and
Amanda Megan

And head on the writer's
block is small town horrors
Productions and hit list
Chris Rhydings

PR
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BEEMER (BAND)

HANK (BEEMER FRONTMAN)
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L. Where axe from*?
We're from maul. MN
2. what inzpires your view of axt?
If art just comes down to forms of
self-expression that make others think,
then [ think art is everywhere, all around
us. | see that in nature, in how people’s
personalities interact, in our day to day
lives etc. That’s what inspires what |
write about in songs and sometimes the
most mundane things just put an idea
into my head that | can’t fully express
outside of music.

. What maic Fon wint to pursne
sour are or talent Ay a earcer vhoive?

None of us do our own music as a career full
time, but a lot of us do band-adjacent things
as a career (gigging elsewhere, teaching
lessons, audio producing licensing/video,
etc.) But | did decide to make it my main
passion just because | couldn’t imagine
myself being as excited and passionate about
much else when it comes to the sheer
creative energy and time put into if.

%. From your point of view, whit is the dificrence
between being an areint and entreprencur?

There’s a lot of overlap, but [ think
artists see the value in creating things
regardless of if they make money or not.
So not having a bottom line to worry
about frees you up to take risks and be
as true to yourself as you want fo be.

4. What year did you stare?
We started making music
together officially in the sering
of 2022 and put our first song
out in October of that vear.

Stevie Wonder, Kanye West (not so much
lately tho haha), Andy Shauf, The Doobie
Brothers., Steely Dan

7. What addvice would yon recommend
to young vicwers watching?

[ would say don’t worry about advice

from other people too much, because
what worked for them might not be true

for you. Just follow your heart and know
that what you want is just as valid as what
other peorle want so go for it!

8. ITow enn we find you on sovinl medin®?

We're on Instagram and TikTok at
@beemer.mp3 and on Facebook at
Facebook.com/beemer.band.

All of our links can be found at
httes://linktr.ee/beemer_band



Alternative




. i s

Hllllw /L\_\:q_ gLt !!;L

—— — :
ZogE —ﬂ. o — -

-

- -~ ” T
. - .
.




1.) Where are you from? %#.) Whatyecenr clied Yyou Start?

['m from Fredericksburg, Virginia ('ve been writing lyrics all
B D arisset Maanakad my life-as an outlet, but [
e et started selling my mixtapes
o in high school in 2007.

Music, Film, Experiences, Nature,

Love, Family; anything that resonates 5.) Wisert sscasle Your vt 9

PUrsHe your ¢t or talent as

with me on a personal level. o curecr cliolee? .
3.) From geour peoint of view, whett is [ don't think music was ever.
the ditfecrence hetween heing an something | decided to do. Music
“r“’t “"d en‘re..renem was Just somethin! l exploredas

[ wear both hats, so when ['m an artist I'm a child and became passionate
exercising emotion and expression through art. and good at doing.
When I'm an entrepreneur I'm exercising logic

) X <) Whert e five
and instinct through business. As a community ....z.......::m:.m

leader and co-host of the podcast “‘No Cap ' T, ; ,

Radio”, my role extends bevond Just.my music.\ 14 ::flfgmmstg:;:‘dag'mgg
career. The podcast provides a platform for me 10 Hussle. Dave Chaepelle. Kobe
highlight my personality and give listeners a Bryant éo Cent. and Ma:';ter P
deeper understanding of who [ am as an artist, p : '
beyvond music. As we started interviewing more  7-) Whest srelvice would gou

renowned and influential guests, No Cap Radio recommene to young
began to gain popularity and make a positive wiewers watching?
imeact in the community. (f [ had to give my top 5 artists, I'd
: . say I'm most inseil would advise
u@g@(—ml young viewers fo safely exelore new
: things and to believe in their abilities
I~ and their bright futures. We never
@ know what the future holds for us.
-
amazon ’%ﬂ SRy . 4
_\‘../
on
Carehi (‘). Wi
= | ) -
WAMMIE )
#wammies C ) " s Seciul Mcdlic: Gonteact:
linktr.ee/domidowjones

= = = N = =
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(PRODUCED J.CVNCO)
MUSIC REVIEW BY:l ;;:* FL ANDY

Mr.International is a very groc J Dle
mmumm iourney to ¢
ltm‘uamor stined to find
¥ in ¢ places. this song is your sign
out of your comfort zone & move
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meerwiew SHELLEY STAR

wWith
Hippie
Meinelyy

MUSIC | VISUAL ARTS

SOCIAL MEDIA CONTACT:
Facebook:@shelleystarmusic
Instagram: @shelleystarofficial
Youtube: @shelleystar

lwosbommlemoore.ﬂ.gnmupm(ope
Coral, FL, and moved to the DC area in 2005.
Z.) whet inspires gour view of art?
| make art that doesn't take itself too

seriously; art that's an escape from the
blandness of reality. | want bright colors,
costumes that glow in the dark, | want

glitter. My art is as much of a fantasy for me

as it is for my audiences! | want people to

have fun when they listen to my music and |
want to have fun singing it.

3.) From gour peoint of view, whert is the
cdif¢éerence hetween bheing an crtist eanel
entreprencur?
£~ Being an artist is joyful and fulfilling, being
' an entrepreneur is hard work! But the tweo
have to go hand in hand if you want to make
an impact. The world will never get to enjoy
your work if you don't put in the elbow
grease to get it out there.

— 4‘ f“‘— %.) Whet geeonr clicd you stearet?
Photos by Harper Atlas | Started creating the Shelley Star project with
@harperatlas Alan Xtra in 2022, but I've been performing

my entire life.
www.shelleystarandthegalaxy.com
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My sisters and | had a band in high school called “The
Share” (a mashup of our names, and a nod to our
creative process), and | was a dancer in professional
ballet and contemporary companies in the DC area
throughout my 20's. After the pandemic, | went through a
discovery period where | tried a bunch of different things
(sketch comedy, acting, improu, open mics) which
eventually led me to the idea of pursuing music again,
this time as the pop diva I'd always dreamed | could be. |
met Alan at their drag show and heard their original
music, asked if they would be interested in producing

songs for me, and the rest is history.

=.) Whest meicie you weant teo
PUursue your et or talent as &
carcer choice?

| want to share my passion with as many people as
possible! Art is all about human connection, and |
never feel more connected than when I'm singing and
dancing my heart out onstage. All the behind the
scenes shadow work that goes into getting the music
out there to the people can be so draining, but those

electrifying moments when total strangers fully
understand me make it all worthwhile.

G.) Whest eir'e gour top five anntists
oridels inspiration?

The top artists that inspire me are Lady Gaga, ABBA,
Trixie Mattel, Beyoncé (duh), My Chemical Romance,
and most recently Chappell Roan!

7Z.) Whet esclvice wouldel you recommenel
to goung viewers watching?

In the words of Michael Scott, “Don’t listen
to your critics; listen to your fans”,
ESPECIALLY at the beginning of your
creative process! Don't deprive the world of
your art because you're afraid. We're all
afraid! That's what makes this so exciting!
And read “The Artist's Way" by julia
Cameron, trust me!

wwuw.shelleystarandthegalaxy.com

C IVISUALA



QHELLEY STAR -
SPACE DISCO FEVER

SHCGCLLCECY STAR
AND THE GALAXY

.

sound & Style. She reminds me of
Madonna in the 80s on this Track.
1 ean listen to this all day honestly.
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1.) Wk  CI'C You ‘ An entrepreneur is someone that

I'm from Northeast Washington DC. takes that piece or project and tries

| grew up all around the H Street to figure out the best ways to
corridor. | have family around the represent that art in a business sense
DC area and | went to school in to an audience. Ultimately the
Norfolk so | also spent time in MD entrepreneurship is sustaining a

and southern VA. business or way of living with art.
Z.) whet inspires gyour %.) Whest syeenr eliel you
view of eare?

My personal experiences usually inspires | started writing poetry and songwriting in 3rd
what | do artistically. I'm a big fan of artists grade and | would do it for fun over the years. It
such as Scarface, Prodigy, DMX, Stevie wasn't until about 2014 when | started to
Wonder, and Prince and one thing that they formally pursue a career as a musician. | started
all do really well is create art that draws as a Dj because | didn't feel as though | could

’ : 3 really make it as a recording artist or
from life experiences and provides instrumentalist, but over time | gave it a try,

commentary on those experiences. What's learned from other experienced artists and

also inspiring is creating something that discovered that | actually had great potential so
speaks to my mindset and emotions, | really | started recording my own songs and practicing
value art that has spiritual, deep, and quitar and keyboard. | ended up sticking with

Djing, songuriting, producing, and keyboard

. £ ‘{-‘ s just curious at first, and | reg 11)
» Ay T -_ idn’t think | was savuy or skilled
An artist usually deals withthe =  enough to even learn music butas!
creation of art and all the th . wrote more songs, produced more

fullnqs and actions that g .0 songs, and played more D) gigs people
creating an artistic piece o projectinis = T A ZH LI TR (6



houghitm‘hhﬁmtt

really inspired me to keep
trying, which over time turned

into a respectable career.

6.) Whest care gour top five
crtists or iclols inspiration?

Stevie Wonder
Prince
Madlib
Janet
Dilla
7.) What advice weuld you recommend to

young viewers wetching?
Don’t give up! If you're just starting out or

haven’t figured out where you see yourself
headed just keep trying and eventually you'll

e

S0 e
’d ‘:'.

S“ocﬁul Meeliu tuctz

7 Rll’Social Media Piatforms
'~ (@specialberriez

B 7‘5 - Band Camp:

- specialberriez.bandcamp.com/

-. “

-

.

'.‘.

).



Hippie Nation Magazine

LIVe Interview

1.) Where are you from?
PG County

=.) Whet inspires gour view
of eaxt?

Real life experiences, whether they are

in love or life-related in general

2.) From your peoint of vicw, whet
is the difference betwween heing
camn aartist aned ecntrecprencur?

Instagram @liv.eofficial

/ Hippie Mandy

Issue No.13

An artist is mainly focused on
their craft and an entrepreneur is
more 50 focused on getting the
business to its fullest potential

%.) Whest gyecer clicl you
stenrt?
1 started fully pursuing my artistry

in 2018, a year after 1 graduated
high school.

=.) Wheat meele gyou weant te
PUursue gour crt or talent aas
¢1 career choice?

1 started hearing good feedback from

people who were already heavily
involved in the music realm and once 1
got their confirmations 1 knew it was
time to pursue my career in music

G.) Whet are your top five
artists or idels inspiration?

My first and foremost favorite is Whitney
Houston. No one can compare to her vocal range.
Then in second 1 would put Stevie Wonder
because he is a music genius and doing so blind is
amazing to me. In third, 1'd place Chloe and Halle
Bailey as a pairing. 1 love their variety of vocal
talent and 1 love how they both currently sound
on their separate music paths now. In fourth place,
1'd say Beyonce. 1 don't really listen to her and her
discography faithfully but she has incredible vocal
talent and a fierce and loyal fanbase. Lastly in fifth
place, 1'd put Jhene Aiko. She's someone 1 feel the
music 1 make is compatible with and she has made
herself known for it. I'm genuinely proud of her
and hope to reach her level of notoriety and talent
someday soon

7.) Whet caclvice weould you
recommened teo young

vicwers weatching?

1 would advise them to JUST KEEP
GOING! Find what works for you in terms
of vocal range and let the fanbase gather.
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MUSIC REVIEW BY  Rdsageals Dysen
HIPPIE MANDY Social Media @mayahdyson

FUMBLED
Lo L

Such a dreamy sound,
Neo-Soul Vibes.
Such a very Unigue voice & very relatable
lyrics. Reminds me of Brandy as Well.
Definitely going on my playlist.
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| will always do it, its my go to, e
v it heals griefy es me happy
e akes me happy thatit
makes other people ha?pg e
f-" 6.) Whest ureﬁoln' top five '
.~ urﬂsts oriclols insplruﬁon?
:f . My top ftbqgmsts to ptch isa

-~

Boo & The unticel
Leéices (Steven
Dorweirel X Rob .
Burlinson Scniox
__sMusic Review on

g Mg advice'to young uuewe'fs on the et Httde ... i iy
e ;what”euer theydo would be to Reep Rag o ,

\ ﬁng, do what you love and Love
hatyou do, don't focus onwhat
happen, just do it now and

 let anyone bring you down &I’
dke you feel like giving up. If it

' 'ahes you happuy, never give up!

. =e Meedlies Gonterct:
Y ﬁﬁstagmm burlomusic
%Face‘hooh Rob Burlinson
Youfube "Rob Burlinson Music
J Website - - www, bootheboot.com

l_
s



@oo & THE @mmz’u LACES
. @m DORWARD & @0@
@ | &ﬂﬂ.@@{fﬂ Q@M wﬁmgzg)

- ' '
oﬁe this soqﬁ SO much for hlds & famlltes g
tddag 3 geﬁemtton. | can see thls LEGENDARY
'. “ Go[ﬁposed Track rgdhmg it extreme[g far down
S m “lstor' ‘We don’t hear music much like thts
e. This song sends me down memory: -
ane&o old classic tv shows | used to watch on
> ' , “* abti'lds growing up. Its such an honor. Thank
wourﬁlﬁch for sharing your music with Hippie
* Nation. I'll definitely be adding a family &
chﬁt}ﬁn s playlist to our channel & station.
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MUSIC REVIEW BY
HIPPIE MANDY

Such an amazing Rock album,
Makes me want to dance.
1 love the rhythm & lyrics so much.
This entire album is a hit.
Gives me 705-80s Rock n' Roll Vibes!
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s etc to create our music while

i 5emg an entrepreneur requires

4 a drive to want to succeed.

P A . - They both work hand in hand
and you can’t have one

without the other.
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lﬂone else, you’ll be set.

!o,ciul Meeclia: Gonteact:

"Facebooh & Instagram
““@sugarhysteria

‘Website:

,,'www.sugarhgstenarochs com

'/'
e

&

2: All-Amencan _" ”’Paramore, Avril
l\ _Lavigne, Joan fett, and The Menzingers.

z.) Whutuclulco woulcl you
recommend to m

viewers weatching?



BREAK UP OR BRE
MUSICREVIEW BY I'"

, *‘ ve tlic 'lnlo allmm.
" ﬁ‘g"ds like a soundtrack
yéu’d hear on films like
-mean girls & clueless.

Totally my vibe!




BANDS & MUSIC

SWEETCRYSTAL

ISSUE NO.13A

1.) Where are you from?
Thanks Hippie Mandy for this opportunity to

talk all things Sweet Crystal! My name is MarQ
Andrew Speck (please call me Q - everybody do
[sorry - just had to rhyme]), lead vocalist and
keyboard player for 26-time Detroit Music
Award winning Christian rock band Sweet
Crystal (www.sweetcrystal.com).

Along with founding members guitarist Bill
Blatter and drummer Steve Wieser and now
joined by newest member and bass player
Martin Kuchar, we have been at the forefront of
the Christian rock scene here in Michigan even
before this genre had its own radio and
broadcast outlets.

=.) Whet inspires gour
view of eart?

Basically, we are considered a Detroit
Michigan Christian progressive rock

band and have been since we started

this journey.

3.) From gour peint of view,
whest is the dlifécrence
hetween heing cn cartist canel

centrecprencunr?

Interesting question. 1 would say that an artist is a
creative that generates their ideas and passions
into personal visions aimed at the more esoteric
areas of life and that may or may not generate
tangible results to anyone outside of themselves
(but 1 know they certainly hope it will) while an
entrepreneur is a creative whose goal would be to
create a tangible, flourishing and definable result
and basically aimed at the business world. Like 1
said, an interesting question.

%.) Whest geenr clicd gou steare?
Unlike most bands who have a lifecycle of
about three to five years, this band of high
school buddies (myself, Bill and Steve) has
been playing together for 50 years starting
this joumney in 1974. 2024 Is our GOLDEN
JUBILEE year meaning 50 years of the music
and message we are known for. Not many
bands can claim that we're thinking.

We got together right out of high school
(and actually Bill and Steve played together
during high school!). To this day we get
together every week to rehearse, record and
just enjoy each other’s company. Does it
get old s decades later? Absolutely not! We
Just get better with age.

5.) Whet meciec you went te
PUrSUC Your art or talent us a
curcer choice?

We started out totally influenced by the
progressive rock English music scene of the 60
and 70's: bands like Pink Floyd, Yes, Genesis,
Atomic Rooster, Uriah Heep all left their musical
marks on our writing and playing. In the 70s, we
started listened 1o a lot of American bands like
Kansas, Journey, Rush and Spock’s Beard to
keep our creative jisices flowing.

In the beginning, we opened up for such classic
rock acts as Bob Seger, Foghat, Nazareth,
Steppenwolf and many more before finding our
true path into the Christian music fiekl. As we hit
our Golden Jubilee (50 years of S\WEET
CRYSTAL!), we realize we are just as tough and
enduring as Detroit ~ a city that's been up, then
down and now rising up again!



6.) Whert cire your top
five artists oridlols
inspiration?

Wow... for me (Q) it would be Keith
Emerson, the legendary keyboardist of
Emerson, Lake and Palmer. Also producer
extraordinaire Alan Parsons for his huge
catalog of work. Neal Morse (Spock's
Beard, True Colours; Neal Morse Band,
Transatlantic) for his amazing
song-smithing and performances. Add to
that the 80's superstars in Kansas and
Styx... well those are all influences on
how 1 write and "hear’ music.

7.) Whet aaclvice
would you
recommend to young
viewers weatching?
Write songs from your heart
and experiences in life, If it
speaks to you, there will be an
audience out there that
connects, Audiences can tell
when an artist is just going
through the motions in their
writing, so make it as real as
you can. One of the main
reasons we are a 20 time
Detroit Music Award winning
band is because our fans have
been with us for so many
decades. We stay true to our
musical course and they stay
true to their support of us. We
continue because they
continue...a blessing to
everyone in SWEET CRYSTAL
So what we have to say to all
of the fans is: “You are all
blessings to the band".

S
Narg Andrew Speck

Secial Medlic: Gonteict
WEBSITE: www.sweetcrystal.com

YOUTUBE: @SweetCrystal

FACEBOOK: @SweetCrystalBand
SOUNDCLOUD: @sweet_crystal
REVERBNATION: @sweetcrystal

SWEET CRYSTAL
‘REACHING THE WORLD, ONE SONGC AT
ATIME'™

26 TIME DETROIT MUSIC AWARD
WINNERS

5 TIME AKADEMIA AWARD WINNERS
(INCLUDING HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE)

3 TIME CLOBAL MUSIC AWARD WINNERS

WW WEETCRYSTAL.COM
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Bill Blaller

a Narl ﬂ"r'Kuvhar
WORLD, ONE SONG AT A TIME™
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Music Review by Hippie Mandy | Hippie Nation Magazine

REACHING THE WORLD, ONE SONG AT A TIME™
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‘ulﬂv*n‘ Andrew Spodck

WWW.SWEETCRYSTAL.COM
| love this song, reminds me of change.
When | hear Sweet Crystal's Music
overall | get the vibe of old skool Rock
n' Roll. | hear AC/DC when | hear Sweet
Crystal. Such inspirational lyrics &
powerful range in the music
composition! Definitely my vibe!
Thanks for making impact with y’all
inspiring sound & words through
music. We need more bands who sends
messages of UNITY & y’all are definitely
a heavy inspiration of today's sounds
on my playlist.
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’ English
and some Norwegian, Cantonese, and

Spanish.__/,._—» e

=.) What inspires your

view of are? .

Art is an immense range and spectrums.

There is so much togdearn historically and *~
culturally if you put your mind to it, and
areavilling to learn why art is so

important and valuable llmluersallg.

3.) From geur peint of view,

—-— & i N\ whert is the diffcrence
o | : & Between being an artist and
1.) where are you from? o errencu?
= 9  Beingrartist daters to sensibilties ‘s

| was born and raised in Falls Church,
Virginia. My parents met between the 80s
and 90s within the DMV. My mother’s side
is a mixture of Northern and Southern
Viét Nam. My father’s side is mostly
Southern Viét with Chinese heritage in his
paternal side (non-communist).

whether it’s a psychological perception
or physiological sensation. Again, it's
a paradigmatic spectrum, there is
always something new and old to
learn simultaneously. An entrepreneur
is someone dedicated to life of
networking, money-business, an
statistical analyses




anyone can be an Artistic

Entrepreneur or Entrepreneunal ; : _’ ‘.Btnneg Spears, Destiny’s
Artist, which can mean a lot of griwﬂm ) d, Frank Ocean, Kelly
: : arkson, Jessie ) an@more
d‘ﬁe—re'?t wags‘o‘fsreattpg " » Middle school into Ngl?!!bqolwns Bryson
- Somgthing, umqu% Tiller, ). Cole, Kendrick Lamar, Mimsta X,
T e.) Wwhest geen o ~—— GothBoiClique, GRLwood, BlachPinh,_ IS, 7
yeou steart? ~ Alicia Keys, Daddy Yankee, Bad Bunnyy
: . ’ XXXTentacion, Fugees, Ski Mask, Monictk
Fa : Mario, Romeo Santos, Prince Royce, Tink
gﬁ%i“ dted t Herbo, Kehlani, Russ, Jeremih, BigPun,
u -1 oL ?,,. : Paramore, Shakira, Three Days Grace,'
- 105ed, neufodivergent. Miguel, Drake(ish), Jacquees, NTY§

«Through elementary school up to high

: -. ‘ »
. of 5. { apiumstw he

ehwonab at the age Schoolboy Q, Swae Lee, and mdf&
« « High School was more Busta i
~ Anderson .Paak, Suboi, Nelly Firtgé

Roots, Stevie Wonder, In This Morfie

Gees, beabadoo, Laufey, T-Pai

* Nowadauys | listen to Hiatus Kaiyote,

| could’ve betan’ -; Slstant }nstructor at
the age 0 13. nforfunagelg |SW
takin ns in both classes dufto a

fentht hedlth spiral.

school,’ Pa(srrﬂorticlpated in choral, —
orchestral, cinematography, and

photographic studies. When | started at

NVCC, | knew | wanted to stay within the

music world. | have ended up choosing il
Music Therapy, Dance, and African

American studies. /—1

| will be transferring to Howard |

University in the near future.

=.) What mecle gou wemnt to
PUrsHe gour art or talent

- ‘ X h " oy ’
us a carcer cheice? g : .
| desired studying in both music, psgcho!’ogg,hd
neuroscience originally. | had bee"through the ropes

of mental hospitals, fonﬁollg known as psych wards.
I've met several music therapists in the past and
learned their personal experiences as a musicians and
how they got into music therapuy.

6.) Whet car'e gour top five
cartists or iclols inspiration?

g



Z.) Whet eselvice woulel you
recommentdl to young
viewers weatching? , A
To young viewers: Do not be afraid of - |
taRing risks. Everything comes with trial
and error. You will not succeed without
trying and having confidence within

yourself. It will ngt start right away: g
h attow yourself to build criti ‘ .
. : . . e—
cafefully, and lovinglu. Nothing is ever :
.' e?sg unless you make it so.

———

ciel ucoM |

T goung viewers: Do noktg' afraid of
tdk ~Everuthing coméSywith trial
and,error. You will not succeed without .
trying and having-confidence nf-tﬁm

-

. bourself. IEwill not staﬂlng awau. Y(Ku
have to allow yourself to build critically,

carefully, and lovingly. Nothing is ever - ‘,:‘/
\, easy unless you make it so. "4:-../ il
. Secial Media Contect: 4

Instagram @xexsza ’
YouTube @exsza6978 / '
& QR CODES to TikToR, SodmdCloGd
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1.) Where are gou from? An artist expresses their internal
Melbourne, Australia. thoughts and creative imagination,
E.) Whet inspires your initially to themselves and then to
?h‘: ﬁ“ee?i'bﬁmeauve thought and anyone else who cares to examine the
where it may take your minds eye. materialised creative thoughts of the
The boundaries are limitless, artist. An entrepreneur uses a product
Imagination is a wonderful experience or service that they can present to a
and enlightens the planet. mass audience or market, to promote

5.) From gour point of view, the creation and in many circumstances

whent is the diféerence generate econormic activity.
hetween being an artist and %.) Whest geenr clicl you stert?
entreprencur? From the day 1 was born.

=.) Whest mesciec you weint teo
PUrsie your artor talentas a
carcer cheoice?

1 have always felt the need to
externalise my inner being. 1 take
comifort from being able to
transcend to a place where my
. thoughts and feeling can be
expressed to the cosmos,

G.) Wheit ¢ear'e your top five
artists or idels inspireation?

Nat King Cole, The Beatles, The
Carpenters, my father and mother

2.) Whest advice yeu (Michael and Dorothy), Phil Lynott.
recommendl te young

viewers watching?

Being able to express yourself is like recharging ¢
your soul. Like the energy from our sun, art gives
you vitality to push though the universe and to
feel a sense of accomplishment that you have lefta
mark in the ether of life. Art adds an extra colour =
to your aura that can be all colours of the rainbow, g
light and dark, to reflect your mood and state of
mind. Externalising your thoughts throughart =~
helps you to understand the very nature and depth
of your individuality and self.

PHILLIP MICHAEL VASILIADES p——
INTERVIEW. W/ HIPPIE MANDY IR —
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EHIEEIRIMICHAEIS

VASTUADES

SOCIAL MEDIACONTACT:

FACEBOOK: PHILLIPMICHAELMUSIC
YOUTUBE: @PHILLIPMICHAELMUSIC4906

AUSTRALIA CHAYRMED

WWW.PHILLIPMICHAELMUSIC.COM

NEW ALBUM: D ‘( A
CHARMED BY A HOUSE W2
LISTEN HERE: \

,»_’. -
PHILLIPMICHAELMUSIC.BANDCAMP.COM A ‘ £ :
PHILLIPMICHAELVASILIADES.HEARNOW.COM Y4, i‘: &

Album Music Review
by Hippie Mandy
on the Next Page...

ma v




HIPPIE NATION MAGAZINE
ISSUE NO.13A

MUSIC REVIEW BY
HIPPIE MANDY

/-\-y\

U

PHILLIP MICHAEL VA .ILIADES '
S

] love thls alburm,

Charmed by a House reminds me of a
Southern Blues mix of Pop & Rock 80s
album. Such a Unigue Sound. Definitely

Soundtrack Worthy,
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MUSIC REVIEW BY Instagram @flowersforjuno.ne
HIPPIE MANDY y i

Flowers for Juno
has such a unigue
sound & touch of
music, Will
definitely keep you
intrigued to listen
and wanting
more. 1love the
artwork. Pink is
my favorite color
& the music is
amazing. So
talented. Sounds
like mid-80's to
00's Rock Music.
Y'all are definitely
proving that Rock
won't ever die.
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OUR IPASSION IS YOUR BEAUTY

I Abeout our Signeture

-‘\; "Thee S ctive Gollection™:
Our Sweet & Tasty Scents

) /ﬂ! l-':»‘ > /O '*1 Hyls rigry to taste you like ice cream after trying
..... produicts made to keep your skin healthy & pretty
vHile sme ng fresh a appealmg to compliment your style.

OL rbody butter is b «:r e after a nice warm bubble bath or
| - shower before bed,
fole J%otion ,.-VL > used anytime of the day and our Room &
linen spray can be used anytime as well in 4 ways.
ove odor frc n’f our home, car, clothes in which can be used
’ - asperfume as well.
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BIongittoyoby Hippie
VIRV QR EPPIINALIOT
GlODAlhV INEEWOTK &
QICEWATA BAKEr alSo
KIOWil as Lady Ocewarta.

socicl Meedlia Gonteact:
Astagram @pandemic cosmetics

Meet the Founders “:
@tHerealocewanal

- : o @:H;)&Qﬂvru}
WWW.PANDEMICCOSMETICS.COM J
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1. Where are you frem?
Thanks for asking me about music. | was
born and raised in northern California;
the San Francisco Bay area. | grew up in
and out of rock clubs like The Paradise
Lounge SF, The Stork Club Oakland and
Lindees in Concord CA.

&. Whett inspires your

wview of eart?

That's an interesting question. | would
probably say some rock bands if | was
asked a few years back. | feel more
connected with art in sports and movies
right now. | recently watched American
Fiction and | felt a connection to the
strong writing and original script. It made
me see that not all stones have been
turned over in music and movies.

Watching the excitement of the LV
Raiders becoming a promising team this
year and the Golden State Warriors really
coming down from a decade of massive
wins. My view of art is blended in with
the ups and downs of competition in
sports; it bleeds into my music the losses
in particular. It's very inspiring.

3. Whest is the ditference
hetween heing can cartist canel

can

| need to think of the similarities between
the two first and | sort of don't see much. |
think artist can be entrepreneur for sure;
that's easy, creating pottery or
choregraphed dances that are taught and
provide income to sustain a person's
lifestyle. That's an artist who is an
entrepreneur.

An entrepreneur to me doesn't make
beautiful graffiti art or whe is an actor. It's
more of a financial person to guide and
propel a business. | don't see any artistry in
that but there are too many so called
artists anyways. haha

%. Whert geor clicl gyou stent?
My first solo album, Utopian Society,

arrived in 2014,

Mgmmmmmm
Starting To Hurt, came out on April 12. |

started playing guitar in 4th grade; 've
been into music my whole life.

. wmm'.-mn
PUrSHEC Your ¢cart or talent as e
carcer choice?

I'm not sure | ever made a decision to be a
musician. | played my first gig in 8th
grade during lunch in front of all the
classes. Since then, | wanted to keep
playing live, recording and writing songs.
A different career other than that just
seemed to get in the way.

6. Whesrt aar'e gour top S anrtists
or idels inspiration?

My top 5 fauvorite artists are The Doors,
Fantastic Negrito, Screaming Trees, Drive
by Truckers and Viagra Boys, but
sometimes they change. Some idols or
inspiring folks | dig are Tig Notaro, Al
Davis, Batman. Anton Corbijn and the
Elephant Man.

7. Whest asclvice woulel gyou
recommendl to goung vicwers
wetching?

The best advice I'd give to any young
viewers is enjoy playing music by
yourself - in your Ritchen in your studio,
bedroom. ‘Cause it's all work at a certain
point, but without that rad feeling of
actually enjoying playing musig, it will
probably be a bummer.

Seciel Medlia Gonteict:
Instagram: @thadeusgonzalezmusic
Facebook: @thadeusgonzalez

Music Review
omn The Next

M.ooo



THADEUS GONZALEZ
STREETFIGHTS ARE STARTING

" TO HURT (ALBUM)
ﬁs{}@ BY HIPPIE MANDY
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eard so far. Such a
S. Literally sounds like a
ick. | love this album.
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DURKMOOSE

1.) Where eare you 1o ?

We are both originally from \
_Indianarolis, (ndlana.

=.) Whet inspires yeour view
of gart?

_Speakme onh our art, music is where
we.channel frusfration and stress
from work, but also hope and
determination to prevail.

3.) Freom your peint of vicw,
whest is the diéference between

heing an crtist canel
entreprencur?

To put it simpely, you do not have to
be an entrepreneur to De an artist,

but you can certainly turn being a
artist into being an entrepreneur.

%.) Whaet gcenr clicl uo}i stet?
We did some stuff, not very seriously,
in high school back in 1997:3We did
one song together in 2007 bu )ve got
serious around 2018.
=.) Whet mescle gou went to
PUrsuc your cartor talcnt aas a1
carecer choice?

So we both have different

careers and music is not one

of them. We do it for the

love of music.

\
— \,
G.) Whest csclvice woulel you
recommendl to uouﬁ!
_wiewers watching? |

.Work on your goals and do

ot gwe up.

SOci elics Gonteict:

website: www. moose.com
e-mail: band@durk se.com

[nstagram: @durkmoose-

JURKMOOSE -

DEUCES

Music Review on
the Next Page ...
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HUSIC REVIEW BY
HIPPIE HANDY

Year of the Tiger gives me a cinematic 80s groove type
of vibe! Definitely reminds me of something you’d hear
in the credits of a Wes Craven Horror Film. | love this!
This song brings me back to a lot of amazing childhood
memories with it's rhythmatic aura!
Neurilemma is a very Soothing Start up with a smooth
transition once the beat drops .

Definitely gives me biker vibes. My kind of vibe!



HIPPIE NATION MAGAZINE ISSUE NO.13A

Film Credits:
Written,
Produced, &
Directed by
Wesley Spangler

Z-ERO is one of the best comedy/horror
Zombie Films out today. Definitely made me
think & laugh at the same time. A lot of
humor indeed. 1 have this film on DVD. If
you love B-Movie Horror Films, you'll indeed
love this one.
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